
DRIP IRRIGATION 

The intense heat of summer will soon be upon us.  Are you prepared for twice daily watering of your 

hibiscus in pots?  Dread getting out in the sweltering heat to keep your babies happy and healthy?  

Have you considered installing a drip irrigation system so your babies will get the water they need on a 

timed schedule?  Only you will know what will work best in your space, but this article is written to 

give you the basics and you can expand to fit your needs. 

There are kits to get you started or for a small number of plants or you can just go for the individual 

components.  First you need to look at your layout of plants and the faucet nearest to 

each grouping.  The best way is to make a sketch of your layout 

and take measurements.  You will need to purchase enough ½” 

tubing to run from the faucet through the grouping of pots.  The ½” 

tubing is available in 100 or 500 foot lengths.  If you only need 200 feet, you can 

purchase (2) 100 foot lengths and a connector much more economically than the 500 foot package thus 

the need for measuring the run.  There are various connectors for straight connections, angles, 

and tees to go in different directions.  You will need something to close the end of the 

½” tubing.  There are a few alternatives here as well from a simple cap to a double ring 

closure. 

Count the pots as you will need a stake for each pot.  They come in packs of 20.  Okay, we need 

to connect the ½” tubing to the stake in each pot.  This is where ¼” flexible 

tubing comes in.  This tubing will be cut in pieces to run from the ½” tubing 

using a connector to the individual pots.  You can buy splitters, so you can make 

a run of the flexible tubing to a certain point then add tees to take the tubing 

to 2 or more pots.  You will insert the ¼” tubing in the clamp of the stake, then attach the dripper 

to the end of the tubing.  I recommend the adjustable dripper to accommodate 

different size pots.  You can also purchase the drippers on a spike which eliminates the 

need for stakes.   You can also get multi-outlet drippers.  

An invaluable tool is the punch to make the holes in the ½” tubing for the connectors.  Oh and 

don’t forget the goof plugs.  Trust me you will need a few.  They are also 

invaluable when re-configuring a system. 

Now you have your system all configured, so we need to connect the ½” tubing to the water system.  A 

programmable timer, either battery operated or solar, is the way to go.  You 

can even add a fertilizer attachment to feed your plants with water soluble 

fertilizer at each watering.  

Yes, it is a project and an investment, but visualize yourself sitting in the shade sipping a cool drink or 

on a weekend getaway while your plants are watered. 

http://www.homedepot.com/p/DIG-1-2-in-0-700-O-D-Compression-Tee-C35/100135585
http://www.homedepot.com/p/DIG-0-10-GPH-Adjustable-Dripper-on-Spike-180-Degree-25-Pack-BA180DPRO/202245320
http://www.homedepot.com/p/DIG-6-Outlet-Adjustable-Drip-Manifold-AD6/100148153
http://www.homedepot.com/p/DIG-Push-Button-Programmable-Hose-Thread-Watering-Timer-BO92A/100350679
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